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their silky webs, and found also many of them on the leaves. 
No doubt this colony was the attraction that caused the con- 
course of Cuckoos. 

What I have stated renders it quite clear :—(1) That the 
Cuckoo, in exceptional circumstances, incubates and hatches 
one or more of its own eggs, which, in these cases, it appa- 
rently lays together in a safe place on the ground without 
preparing any nest. (2) That the eggs of the same Cuckoo 
may be very different in colour and markings. If this be 
so, the purcly theoretical idea held in certain quarters that 
each hen Cuckoo lays eggs of the same colour and markings 
or of “ one peculiar type,” which are destined to be laid in 
the nests of one particular species of small bird, and are nearly 
the same colour as those of the foster-mother, and that she only 
lays them in the nests of this species, falls to the ground. 


XIX.— Note on a small Collection of Birds from Kikombo, 
Central Africa. By H. B. Tristram, D.D., F.R.S. 


I wave recently received from my friend Dr. S. T. Pruen, of 
the Church Missionary Socicty, a small collection of well-pre- 
served birdskins, made by him between the middle of April 
and the end of June in last year (1888). Kikombo is in the 
region of Ugogo, not far from Mpapwa, and situated at a 
height of 4000 fect on the western slope of the great Central- 
African range. Dr. Pruen states in his letter that all the 
birds he sends may be looked on as residents, being collected 
in the dry season, when the migrants are absent; and he 
hopes soon to send a much larger and more general collec- 
tion. Unfortunately he is not likely at present to be able to 
fulfil his promise, for very soon after despatching the parcel, 
the missionaries were warned by I.B.M. Consul to escape 
with all speed to the coast. Dr. and Mrs. Pruen reached 
Zanzibar in safety, along with the other English missionaries, 
after being in the most imminent peril from the Arabs, 
while the Germans, who left at the same time, have not since 
been heard of, and were doubtless murdered on the road. 
The collection contains examples of thirty-two species, none 
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of which (with one doubtful exception) are new ; but the cata- 
logue may throw light on the southward extension of several 
Abyssinian species; and I do not think that any collection 
has previously been sent from this locality. I give the names 
in Kigogo, as well as Dr. Pruen’s notes, as they may be of 
use for travellers or collectors. 


l. Harcyox cyzicuti, Stanley. Kigogo name *‘ Micude.”’ 
Feeds on water-insects and butterflies, and nests among 
stones and in holes on the banks of streams. 


2. Coracias CAUDATA, L. “ Lukambo.” 
Feeds on insects on the wing and breeds in holes in trees. 


3. MELITTOPHAGUS PUSILLUS (P. L. S. Miull.). “ Mbitekuli.” 
Feeds on butterflies, and nests in holes on the banks of 
streams. 


4, CORYTHAIX LIVINGSTONI, Gr. “ Kulukulu.” 
Fruit-eater. Builds in the foliage of tall trees. 


5. ĪRRISOR ERYTHRORHYNCHUS (Lath.). “ Yogoyogo.” 
Food, insects on the wing. Nests in holes in trees. 


6. POGONORHYNCHUS LACHRYMOSUS, Cab. ‘““ Mgole.’’ 
Food, insects. Builds among the foliage of trees. 


7. BUCORAX CAFER, Verr. 
8. Toccus MELANOLEUCUS (Licht.). 


9. DENDROPICUS HARTLAUBI, Malh. ‘“ Kon’gota.” 
Breeds in holes in trees. 


10. Dryopromas FLAVOcCINCTA, Sharpe, J. f. O. 1882, p. 346. 

The type of this bird was obtained by Dr. J. M. Hilde- 
brandt on the Adi river, Ukamboni, on the other side of the 
Kilimanjaro range. I am not aware of any other specimen 
than that in the Berlin Museum. 


11. SAXICOLA FALKENSTEINI, Cab. J. f. Orn. 1875, p. 285. 
« Mkuluwa Mbala.” 

Lives on insects and builds its nest in thorn bushes. There 
are three specimens, one male and two females, of this Chat. 
which belongs to the same group as S. galtoni, but is very 
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distinct, and is undoubtedly a good species. Not existing 
in the British Museum, it has, by an oversight, been omitted 
in the B. M. Catalogue of Birds; and I was at first led to 
believe that I had a new species of Saxicola to describe. 
Cabanis’s description is unmistakable, and his type was pro- 
cured by a German collector in the Ugogo region. The 
sexes are alike. 


12. CossypHA HEUGLINI, Hartl. “ Kimbikileku.” 
An insect-feeder: it builds its nest in the branches of 
trees. 


13. CRINIGER FLAVIVENTRIS, Smith. “ Komboli.” 
A fruit-eater, building in trees. 


14. Pycnonortus LAYARDI, Gurn. “ Ndendeguli.” 
Habits like the preceding. 


15. Cinnyris cruentaATA, Rüpp. “ Kisonya.” 
Sucks flowers and hangs its nest in the foliage of trees. 


16. Zosterors, sp.inc. ‘“ Vimlyelye.” 

Nests in branches of trees. Like Z. senegalensis, but 
though I believe it distinct, I should hesitate to describe it 
without further specimens. 


17. Dicrurus mopEstus, Hartl. “ Mulamba.” 

Feeds on butterflies and builds in trees. J am not aware 
that this Drongo has hitherto been recorded from so eastern 
a locality. 


18. Prionops TaLacoma, Smith. “Nyanda.” 
Builds in trees and bushes. Feeds on insects. 


19, EvRocePHALUs RUEPPELLI, Bp. “ Kungwipala.” 

Builds in trees. While the preceding species has a more 
southern range, and has not hitherto been noticed so far 
north, this bird has not hitherto, so far as I can ascertain, 
been observed so far south. 


20. TELEPHONUS ANCHIETA, Bocage. “ Chibalaga.” 

This appears to answer to the description of 7. anchiete, 
but is decidedly smaller than the measurements given— 
wing 2°7, tail 2:9. 
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21. Dryoscorus arrints (Gr.). 


22. COSMOPSARUS UNICOLOR, Shelley. ‘ Sasati.” 
A pair of this beautiful Starling, first described by Captain 
Shelley (Ibis, 1881, p. 116). 


23. LAMPROCOLIUS CHALYBEIUS, Ehr. ‘ Quenzi.”’ 

Feeds on millet and insects. My specimens are identical 
with several in the British Museum from Abyssinia, labelled 
“ L. chalybeus ;” but as these have not yet been worked 
out, Mr. Sharpe declines to be responsible for the nomencla- 
ture of the Museum specimens. 


24. FRINGILLARIA TAHAPISI, Smith. “ Turugu.” 
25. Proceus MELANOTIS, Lafr. 


26. URÆGINTHUS MARIPOSA (Less.). “ Sunha.” 
The three male specimens all have the brilliant red ear- 
coverts of the northern species. 


, 27. LAGONOSTICTA SENEGALA (L.). ‘ Sunha.’” 
Feeds like the last. 


28. QUELEA ÆTHIOPICA, Blanf. “ Maumbi.’”’ 
Feeds on millet and weaves its nest. 


29. VIDUA PARADISEA (L.). ‘ Tumbwe.” 
Weaves rough nests. The specimen belongs to the race 
which has been distinguished as V. verreauai, Cass. 


30. PLocgvs, sp. ? 


31. QUELEA, sp.? ‘ Maumbi.” 

Of these last two birds there are only female specimens, 
which I do not venture to determine in the absence of Capt. 
Shelley. 


~ XX.—Some Stray Ornithological Notes. 
By H. B. Tristram, D.D., F.R.S. 


Tuar question of the species of the Grebe from Vancouver 

Island, formerly in Sir W. Jardine’s collection, which I sup- 

posed to be Podiceps occidentalis (Ibis, 1887, p. 98), is 
Q2 


